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FDP Theme: Indian Knowledge System 

India boasts a rich tapestry of knowledge traditions, the Indian Knowledge System (IKS), which has 

flourished for millennia. IKS has significantly impacted various disciplines like science, 

mathematics, medicine, philosophy, and the arts. Built upon a foundation of holistic and 

interconnected approaches, IKS offers valuable insights that hold increasing relevance in our 

contemporary world, characterized by interdisciplinarity and global interconnectedness. 

 

This Faculty Development Program (FDP) bridges the gap between this ancient wisdom and 

modern educational practices. By exploring the diverse aspects of IKS, participants will delve 

deeper into its core principles, methodologies, and practical applications. The program equips 

educators with innovative strategies to integrate IKS into current curricula, fostering a more 

inclusive and enriching learning environment. 

 

Through interactive sessions, expert lectures, and engaging activities, this FDP will explore the 

fundamental concepts and practical implications of IKS. Participants will have the opportunity to 

interact with traditional knowledge in a way that complements and strengthens their existing 

teaching approaches. Ultimately, this program aspires to inspire educators to weave the timeless 

wisdom of India's intellectual heritage into their academic endeavors, fostering a holistic and 

culturally relevant education system 

 

Objectives of the FDP 

 Deepen educators' understanding of India's diverse intellectual traditions and their historical 

development. 

 Provide comprehensive knowledge about the core principles and practical applications of 

IKS across various disciplines. 

 Develop strategies for integrating IKS into contemporary educational curricula to enhance 

teaching practices. 

 Promote a holistic educational approach that blends traditional wisdom with modern 

pedagogical techniques. 

 Equip educators with innovative teaching methodologies inspired by IKS, fostering 

creativity and critical thinking. 

 Enhance appreciation and respect for India's intellectual heritage, strengthening cultural 

connections among educators and students. 

 Encourage interdisciplinary collaboration by demonstrating the applicability of IKS 

principles across different fields of study. 



Day-01 Session 1 

Title: Indian Knowledge System 

Resource Person: Dr. R Shridhar, Vice Chancellor, Kalinga University 

INAUGURAL SESSION: 

The inaugural session of the program embarked on an insightful journey into the Indian Knowledge 

System, presented by the esteemed Dr. R Shridhar, Vice Chancellor of Kalinga University. Dr. 

Shridhar, a luminary in the field of education and a profound scholar, commenced the session with 

an introduction to the rich and diverse heritage of India's intellectual traditions. He meticulously 

traced the evolution of the Indian Knowledge System from its ancient origins, delving into the 

profound wisdom embedded in texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, and other classical Indian 

literature. These texts, he explained, are not merely historical documents but are repositories of 

timeless knowledge and wisdom that continue to influence contemporary thought and practices. 

 

Dr. Shridhar highlighted the holistic nature of the Indian Knowledge System, which seamlessly 

integrates various disciplines, including mathematics, astronomy, medicine, philosophy, and art. He 

emphasized how ancient Indian scholars approached knowledge in an interconnected manner, 

understanding the interdependence of different fields. For instance, in mathematics and astronomy, 

figures such as Aryabhata and Bhaskara made significant advancements that not only propelled 

Indian science but also laid foundational principles for global scientific progress. Similarly, in the 

field of medicine, the works of Charaka and Sushruta stand as testaments to India's early 

advancements in medical science and surgery, influencing modern medical practices and health 

systems worldwide. 

 

One of the key aspects Dr. Shridhar focused on was the philosophical underpinnings of the Indian 

Knowledge System. He spoke at length about the philosophical treatises and dialogues found in the 

Upanishads, which delve into questions of existence, consciousness, and the nature of reality. These 

philosophical explorations, he noted, are integral to the Indian intellectual tradition and offer 

profound insights into the human condition and the universe. Dr. Shridhar articulated the 

importance of these philosophical inquiries in fostering a deeper understanding of life and 

encouraging a reflective and contemplative approach to learning and living. 

 

Dr. Shridhar also addressed the contemporary relevance of the Indian Knowledge System, 

emphasizing its potential to contribute to modern educational paradigms and societal development. 

He argued that the principles of sustainability, holistic well-being, and ethical living embedded in 



this ancient system are highly pertinent in today's world. As the modern world grapples with 

challenges such as environmental degradation, mental health crises, and ethical dilemmas, the 

Indian Knowledge System offers valuable perspectives and solutions. Dr. Shridhar advocated for 

the integration of this indigenous knowledge into current educational curricula, suggesting that it 

can enrich students' understanding and promote a more well-rounded and inclusive education. 

 

The session was not only informative but also highly engaging, as Dr. Shridhar's articulate and 

passionate delivery captivated the audience. His extensive knowledge and ability to relate ancient 

wisdom to contemporary issues resonated deeply with the participants. The session concluded with 

an interactive Q&A segment, where attendees had the opportunity to pose questions and engage in 

discussions with Dr. Shridhar. This interactive component further enriched the session, as it allowed 

participants to delve deeper into specific areas of interest and clarify their understanding of complex 

concepts. 

 

 

Dr. R Shridhar, Vice Chancellor of Kalinga University, discussing the relevance of India's 

traditional knowledge systems during the workshop on Indian Knowledge System 

 

Day-01 Session 2 

Title: Educational Systems and Pedagogical Approaches 

Resource Person: Dr.Yasin Sheikh , Director, Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC ),ITM 

University New Raipur 



 

The second session of Day-01 delved into the critical examination of educational systems and 

pedagogical approaches, led by Dr. Yasin Sheikh, the Director of the Internal Quality Assurance 

Cell (IQAC) at ITM University New Raipur. Dr. Sheikh, a distinguished educator and quality 

assurance expert, provided a thorough analysis of contemporary educational methodologies and the 

evolving landscape of teaching and learning practices. 

 

Dr. Sheikh began the session by presenting an overview of global educational systems, comparing 

and contrasting different approaches to education across various countries. He highlighted the 

strengths and weaknesses of these systems, drawing attention to how cultural, social, and economic 

factors influence educational practices. This comparative analysis set the stage for a deeper 

exploration of the pedagogical approaches that are shaping the future of education. 

 

A significant portion of the session was dedicated to discussing innovative pedagogical strategies 

that prioritize student-centered learning. Dr. Sheikh emphasized the importance of active learning, 

where students are encouraged to engage directly with the material through discussions, problem-

solving, and collaborative projects. He elaborated on the benefits of experiential learning, which 

allows students to gain hands-on experience and apply theoretical knowledge in real-world 

contexts. This approach not only enhances understanding but also fosters critical thinking and 

problem-solving skills. 

 

Dr. Sheikh also addressed the integration of technology in education, discussing how digital tools 

and platforms are transforming traditional classroom settings. He explored the potential of blended 

learning models, which combine online and face-to-face instruction to create a more flexible and 

personalized learning experience. Additionally, he spoke about the use of data analytics in 

education to track student progress and tailor instruction to meet individual needs. This data-driven 

approach, he argued, can significantly improve learning outcomes and ensure that no student is left 

behind. 

 

Another key area of focus was the importance of fostering an inclusive learning environment. Dr. 

Sheikh stressed the need for educational systems to accommodate diverse learning styles and 

provide support for students with different abilities and backgrounds. He discussed various 

strategies for promoting inclusivity, such as differentiated instruction, universal design for learning, 

and culturally responsive teaching. These approaches, he explained, help create a more equitable 

education system where all students have the opportunity to succeed. 



Dr. Sheikh also shared insights on the role of teachers in the modern educational landscape. He 

highlighted the necessity for ongoing professional development to equip educators with the skills 

and knowledge required to implement innovative teaching practices effectively. He discussed the 

importance of reflective practice, encouraging teachers to continuously assess and refine their 

instructional methods to better meet the needs of their students. 

 

The session concluded with an engaging Q&A segment, where participants had the opportunity to 

ask questions and share their experiences. Dr. Sheikh’s comprehensive and insightful presentation 

sparked a lively discussion on the challenges and opportunities in contemporary education. 

Participants expressed their appreciation for the practical insights and strategies shared, which they 

felt would be invaluable in their own teaching practices. 

 

 

Dr. Yasin Sheikh, Director of IQAC at ITM University New Raipur, explaining innovative 

pedagogical approaches during the workshop on Educational Systems 

 

 

Day-02 Session 1 

Title: Scientific Heritage and Technological Innovations 

Resource Person: Dr. Anudeep Arora, Director, Kamal Institute of Higher Education 

& Advance Technology, New Delhi 



The first session of Day-02 commenced with an in-depth exploration of India's scientific 

heritage and its trajectory of technological innovations, helmed by Dr. Anudeep Arora, the 

Director of Kamal Institute of Higher Education & Advance Technology, New Delhi. Dr. 

Arora, an eminent figure in the field of higher education and technology, guided the 

participants through a captivating narrative of India's illustrious scientific past and its dynamic 

present. 

 

Dr. Arora began by tracing the historical roots of scientific inquiry in India, highlighting the 

profound contributions of ancient Indian scholars and scientists. He discussed the pioneering 

work of luminaries such as Aryabhata, Brahmagupta, and Bhaskara in the fields of 

mathematics and astronomy, emphasizing their groundbreaking discoveries that predated 

similar advancements in other parts of the world. Dr. Arora illustrated how these early 

scientific endeavors laid a robust foundation for future technological progress, showcasing 

India's long-standing tradition of scientific excellence. 

 

Moving forward, Dr. Arora delved into the significant technological innovations that have 

emerged from India in the modern era. He spoke about the country's achievements in various 

sectors, including space exploration, information technology, biotechnology, and renewable 

energy. Highlighting key milestones such as the Indian Space Research Organisation's (ISRO) 

Mars Orbiter Mission and the advancements in digital technology spearheaded by Indian IT 

companies, Dr. Arora painted a picture of a nation at the forefront of technological innovation. 

 

A considerable portion of the session was dedicated to discussing the interplay between 

traditional knowledge and modern technology. Dr. Arora emphasized the importance of 

integrating indigenous scientific practices with contemporary technological advancements to 

create sustainable and inclusive solutions. He provided examples of how traditional Indian 

knowledge in fields like agriculture, medicine, and architecture is being harnessed and 

enhanced through modern technological interventions. This integration, he argued, not only 

preserves cultural heritage but also promotes innovative approaches to contemporary 

challenges. 

 

Dr. Arora also addressed the critical role of education and research institutions in fostering 

technological innovation. He discussed the initiatives and programs implemented by 

institutions like the Kamal Institute of Higher Education & Advance Technology to promote 

research, encourage entrepreneurship, and facilitate industry-academia collaboration. By 



nurturing a culture of innovation and providing students with the necessary skills and 

resources, these institutions are pivotal in driving technological progress and economic growth. 

The session further explored the ethical and societal implications of technological 

advancements. Dr. Arora underscored the need for responsible innovation that prioritizes 

societal well-being and environmental sustainability. He discussed the ethical considerations in 

fields such as artificial intelligence and biotechnology, advocating for the development of 

technologies that are inclusive, equitable, and beneficial to all sections of society. 

 

Dr. Arora's presentation was followed by an engaging Q&A session, where participants 

eagerly posed questions and shared their perspectives. The interactive discussion allowed for a 

deeper understanding of the topics covered and provided a platform for participants to discuss 

their own experiences and ideas related to scientific heritage and technological innovations. 

 

Dr. Anudeep Arora, Director of Kamal Institute of Higher Education & Advance Technology, New 

Delhi, discussing scientific heritage and technological innovations during the workshop 

 

Day-02 Session 2 

Title: Socio-Cultural Systems and Practices 

Resource Person: Dr. Shweta Bajaj, Head of Department, School of Management, 

AAFT University, Raipur 

The second session of Day-02 centered around the intricate tapestry of socio-cultural systems and 

practices, guided by the erudite Dr. Shweta Bajaj, Head of the Department at the School of 



Management, AAFT University, Raipur. Dr. Bajaj, a prominent figure in the study of social 

sciences and cultural studies, provided an illuminating discourse on the diverse and complex socio-

cultural landscape of India and its relevance in the modern world. 

 

Dr. Bajaj commenced the session by delving into the historical evolution of India's socio-cultural 

systems. She traced the origins of India's rich cultural heritage, highlighting the influences of 

various civilizations, including the Indus Valley, Vedic, Mughal, and Colonial periods. This 

historical perspective set the stage for understanding the dynamic and multifaceted nature of Indian 

society. Dr. Bajaj emphasized the continuity and adaptability of cultural practices, noting how 

traditional systems have evolved to meet contemporary needs while retaining their core values and 

principles. 

 

A significant portion of the session was devoted to exploring the diversity within India's socio-

cultural fabric. Dr. Bajaj discussed the various social structures, including caste, community, and 

kinship systems, and their roles in shaping individual and collective identities. She elaborated on 

the coexistence of multiple languages, religions, and ethnic groups, illustrating the pluralistic ethos 

of Indian society. This diversity, she argued, is both a source of strength and a challenge, requiring 

continuous efforts to foster social cohesion and inclusivity. 

 

Dr. Bajaj also highlighted the role of cultural practices in everyday life, touching upon rituals, 

festivals, and artistic expressions that are integral to Indian society. She discussed how these 

practices reflect the values, beliefs, and worldviews of different communities, providing a sense of 

identity and belonging. The vibrant festivals, diverse culinary traditions, and rich artistic heritage, 

she explained, are manifestations of India's cultural dynamism and resilience. 

 

Another key focus of the session was the impact of globalization and modernization on traditional 

socio-cultural systems. Dr. Bajaj examined how contemporary forces are reshaping cultural 

practices and social norms, leading to both opportunities and challenges. She discussed the 

increasing influence of digital media and global communication, which are fostering new forms of 

cultural exchange and hybridization. At the same time, she noted the tensions that arise from these 

changes, such as the erosion of traditional values and the struggle to maintain cultural authenticity 

in the face of homogenizing forces. 

 

Dr. Bajaj also addressed the socio-cultural dimensions of economic development and management 

practices. She highlighted the importance of understanding cultural contexts in the implementation 



of development projects and business strategies. By integrating cultural insights into management 

practices, organizations can enhance their effectiveness and foster sustainable development. Dr. 

Bajaj provided examples of how culturally sensitive approaches have been successfully employed 

in various sectors, including education, healthcare, and corporate management. 

 

The session concluded with an interactive Q&A segment, where participants engaged with Dr. 

Bajaj on a wide range of topics. The discussions underscored the participants' keen interest in 

understanding the complexities of socio-cultural systems and their implications for contemporary 

society. Dr. Bajaj's comprehensive and nuanced presentation provided valuable insights, 

encouraging participants to reflect on the interplay between tradition and modernity in their own 

contexts. 

 

Dr. Shweta Bajaj, Head of Department at School of Management, AAFT University, Raipur, 

discussing socio-cultural systems and practices during the workshop 

 

 

Day-03 Session 1 

Title: Linguistic and Literary Heritage 

Resource Person: Dr. Premendra Sahu, Associate Professor, MATS University 



The first session of Day-03 was an exploration of India's linguistic and literary heritage, 

presented by Dr. Premendra Sahu, Associate Professor at MATS University. Dr. Sahu, a 

distinguished academic in the fields of linguistics and literature, offered an insightful and 

comprehensive overview of India's rich and diverse linguistic and literary traditions. 

 

Dr. Sahu began the session by emphasizing the remarkable linguistic diversity of India, home 

to thousands of languages and dialects. He traced the historical evolution of major language 

families, including Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, Austroasiatic, and Tibeto-Burman, highlighting 

their unique characteristics and the ways in which they have influenced each other over 

centuries. This intricate tapestry of languages, he explained, is a testament to India's pluralistic 

and inclusive cultural ethos. 

 

A significant part of the session was dedicated to the literary traditions that have flourished 

within this multilingual landscape. Dr. Sahu provided an overview of ancient and classical 

literature, starting with the Vedas, which are among the oldest texts in the world. He discussed 

the epic narratives of the Mahabharata and Ramayana, exploring their profound impact on 

Indian culture and their enduring relevance in contemporary times. Additionally, he 

highlighted the rich tradition of Sanskrit literature, which includes works of philosophy, 

science, and poetry, showcasing the intellectual and artistic achievements of ancient India. 

 

Dr. Sahu also delved into the diverse regional literary traditions, each with its own distinct 

style and historical trajectory. He spoke about the Tamil Sangam literature, the devotional 

poetry of the Bhakti and Sufi movements, and the contributions of medieval poets like Kabir, 

Tulsidas, and Mirabai. He emphasized how these regional literatures reflect the socio-cultural 

contexts of their times and continue to resonate with modern audiences. 

 

The session further explored the impact of colonialism on Indian languages and literature. Dr. 

Sahu discussed the introduction of English and its dual role as a medium of colonial 

administration and a language of literary expression. He highlighted the emergence of Indian 

writing in English, which has produced globally acclaimed authors such as Rabindranath 

Tagore, R.K. Narayan, and Arundhati Roy. This body of work, he argued, represents a 

confluence of indigenous and Western literary traditions, enriching the global literary canon. 

 

Dr. Sahu also addressed the contemporary linguistic landscape of India, focusing on the 

challenges and opportunities posed by globalization and technological advancements. He 



discussed the role of digital media in promoting linguistic diversity and the efforts to preserve 

endangered languages through documentation and revitalization initiatives. The increasing 

prominence of regional languages in digital content and media, he noted, is a positive trend 

that celebrates India's linguistic plurality. 

 

 

Dr. Premendra Sahu, Associate Professor at MATS University, exploring linguistic and literary 

heritage during the workshop 

 

 

Day-03 Session 2 

Title: Modern Applications of Traditional Knowledge 

Resource Person: Dr. Rohit Mahajan, Coordinator, Delhi Institute of Higher 

Education 

The second session of Day-03 focused on the modern applications of traditional knowledge, led 

by Dr. Rohit Mahajan, Coordinator at Delhi Institute of Higher Education. Dr. Mahajan, an 

expert in the integration of traditional wisdom with contemporary practices, provided an 

insightful discourse on how ancient knowledge systems can be adapted and applied in today's 

world to address modern challenges and opportunities. 

Dr. Mahajan began the session by outlining the vast reservoir of traditional knowledge in 

various fields such as agriculture, medicine, architecture, and environmental management. He 

emphasized the importance of preserving and revitalizing this knowledge, which has been 

passed down through generations and has stood the test of time due to its practical utility and 

adaptability. He argued that traditional knowledge systems are not merely historical artifacts 



but are dynamic and evolving bodies of wisdom that offer sustainable solutions to 

contemporary issues. 

In the realm of agriculture, Dr. Mahajan highlighted traditional farming practices that 

emphasize sustainability and biodiversity. He discussed techniques such as crop rotation, 

intercropping, and the use of organic fertilizers, which have been practiced by Indian farmers 

for centuries. These methods, he explained, are increasingly being recognized for their ability to 

enhance soil health, increase crop resilience, and reduce dependency on chemical inputs. Dr. 

Mahajan provided examples of how integrating traditional agricultural knowledge with modern 

scientific research can lead to more sustainable and productive farming systems. 

Dr. Mahajan also explored the field of traditional medicine, focusing on Ayurveda and other 

indigenous health practices. He discussed how these systems of medicine, with their holistic 

approach to health and well-being, are gaining global recognition. He pointed out that 

traditional medicine offers valuable insights into preventive healthcare, nutrition, and lifestyle 

management. By integrating traditional medical practices with modern healthcare, Dr. Mahajan 

suggested that we can create more comprehensive and personalized health solutions. He shared 

case studies where Ayurvedic principles have been effectively combined with allopathic 

treatments to improve patient outcomes. 

In the context of architecture and urban planning, Dr. Mahajan examined the principles of 

Vastu Shastra and traditional construction techniques that prioritize environmental harmony 

and energy efficiency. He discussed how these age-old practices can be incorporated into 

modern building designs to create sustainable and energy-efficient structures. He highlighted 

projects where traditional architectural wisdom has been used to design buildings that are not 

only aesthetically pleasing but also environmentally sustainable. 

Environmental management was another key area of focus. Dr. Mahajan emphasized the 

relevance of traditional ecological knowledge in addressing contemporary environmental 

challenges such as climate change, water scarcity, and biodiversity loss. He discussed 

traditional water management systems like stepwells, tanks, and rainwater harvesting, which 

have been effective in managing water resources in arid regions. By reviving and adapting these 

systems, modern societies can develop more resilient and sustainable approaches to water 

management. 

The session also touched upon the role of traditional knowledge in cultural preservation and 

identity. Dr. Mahajan argued that the revival of traditional practices can strengthen community 



ties and foster a sense of cultural pride. He encouraged participants to explore ways in which 

traditional knowledge can be integrated into education systems, thereby ensuring its 

transmission to future generations. 

 

 

Dr. Rohit Mahajan, Coordinator at Delhi Institute of Higher Education, discussing modern 

applications of traditional knowledge during the workshop 

 

 

Day-04 Session 1 

Title: Arts, Culture, and Media in Contemporary India 

Resource Person: Ms. Nishtha Sharma, Assistant Professor, Kalinga University 

The first session of Day-04 focused on the dynamic interplay of arts, culture, and media in 

contemporary India, led by Ms. Nishtha Sharma, Assistant Professor at Kalinga University. Ms. 

Sharma, a distinguished academic and cultural studies expert, provided a comprehensive 

overview of how the arts and media shape and reflect the cultural landscape of modern India. 

Ms. Sharma began by tracing the evolution of Indian arts and culture, highlighting the country's 

rich heritage in various art forms, including classical music, dance, visual arts, and literature. 

She emphasized the continuity and transformation of these traditions in the contemporary 

context. By examining the works of prominent modern artists, musicians, and writers, Ms. 

Sharma illustrated how traditional forms are being reinterpreted and revitalized to address 

current social and political themes. 

A significant portion of the session was dedicated to the role of media in contemporary Indian 



culture. Ms. Sharma discussed the profound impact of television, cinema, digital media, and 

social media on public discourse and cultural expression. She highlighted how these media 

platforms have democratized access to information and provided new avenues for artistic 

expression and cultural exchange. The rise of digital media, in particular, has enabled a 

proliferation of independent voices and alternative narratives, challenging mainstream 

representations and fostering a more inclusive cultural dialogue. 

Ms. Sharma also explored the intersection of arts and activism in contemporary India. She 

showcased examples of how artists and cultural practitioners use their work to address pressing 

social issues, such as gender inequality, caste discrimination, and environmental degradation. 

Through visual arts, theater, film, and music, these artists bring attention to marginalized 

communities and advocate for social change. Ms. Sharma emphasized the power of art as a tool 

for social critique and collective action. 

Another key focus of the session was the influence of globalization on Indian arts and culture. 

Ms. Sharma discussed the opportunities and challenges posed by the global cultural exchange, 

noting how Indian artists and cultural products have gained international recognition while also 

facing the pressures of cultural homogenization. She highlighted the importance of maintaining 

cultural authenticity and diversity in the face of global market forces. 

Ms. Sharma also addressed the role of cultural institutions and government policies in 

supporting and promoting the arts. She provided an overview of various cultural initiatives and 

programs aimed at preserving India's artistic heritage and fostering contemporary creativity. 

These include government-sponsored festivals, grants, and scholarships for artists, as well as 

the establishment of cultural hubs and museums. Ms. Sharma argued for the need for sustained 

investment in the arts and the creation of more platforms for artists to showcase their work. 

 



 

Ms. Nishtha Sharma, Assistant Professor at Kalinga University, examining arts, culture, and media 

in contemporary India during the workshop 

Day-04 Session 2 

Title: Contemporary Indian Thought and Global Influence 

 

Resource Person: Dr. Leelawati, Head of Department, Management Department, St. 

Andrews Institute of Technology and Management 

The second session of Day-04 explored the realm of contemporary Indian thought and its global 

influence, led by Dr. Leelawati, Head of the Management Department at St. Andrews Institute of 

Technology and Management. Dr. Leelawati, an eminent scholar in contemporary Indian studies, 

delivered a captivating presentation on how modern Indian thinkers and ideas are shaping global 

discourses across various fields. 

 

Dr. Leelawati began by contextualizing contemporary Indian thought within the broader historical 

and cultural framework of India. She highlighted the evolution of Indian intellectual traditions, 

from ancient philosophies and classical literature to modern political and social theories. This rich 

intellectual heritage, she argued, provides a foundation for understanding the unique perspectives 

and contributions of contemporary Indian thinkers. 

 

A significant portion of the session was dedicated to discussing the contributions of prominent 

modern Indian thinkers such as Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, and 

Amartya Sen. Dr. Leelawati emphasized how these figures have profoundly influenced global 

thought in areas such as literature, philosophy, political theory, and economics. For instance, she 

illustrated how Tagore’s literary and philosophical works have promoted a vision of universal 



humanism, transcending national and cultural boundaries. Similarly, Gandhi’s principles of 

nonviolence and civil disobedience have inspired global movements for social justice and human 

rights. 

 

Dr. Leelawati also examined the impact of contemporary Indian thought on global economic and 

development theories. She discussed Amartya Sen’s contributions to welfare economics and social 

justice, particularly his capability approach, which has redefined global development discourse. 

This approach emphasizes the importance of expanding individuals’ capabilities and freedoms, 

rather than merely focusing on economic growth. Dr. Leelawati highlighted how Sen’s ideas have 

influenced international development policies and practices, promoting a more inclusive and 

human-centered approach to development. 

 

The session further explored the influence of contemporary Indian thought on global management 

and business practices. Dr. Leelawati discussed how Indian concepts such as jugaad (frugal 

innovation) and the dharma-based approach to leadership and management are gaining recognition 

worldwide. She provided examples of how these ideas are being applied in global business contexts 

to foster innovation, sustainability, and ethical leadership. The principles of jugaad, for instance, 

encourage resourcefulness and adaptability, which are increasingly valued in today’s dynamic and 

competitive business environment. 

 

Another key focus of the session was the role of contemporary Indian thought in addressing global 

challenges such as climate change, social inequality, and cultural conflicts. Dr. Leelawati 

emphasized the importance of integrating traditional Indian wisdom with modern scientific and 

technological advancements to develop holistic and sustainable solutions. She discussed how Indian 

concepts of environmental stewardship and community-centric development are being incorporated 

into global environmental policies and practices. 

 

Dr. Leelawati also addressed the growing influence of the Indian diaspora in shaping global thought 

and culture. She highlighted the contributions of Indian-origin scholars, artists, and professionals in 

various fields, and how they are bridging cultural and intellectual gaps between India and the world. 

The diaspora’s role in promoting Indian culture, values, and perspectives on the global stage, she 

argued, is a testament to the enduring influence of contemporary Indian thought. 

 

The session concluded with an interactive Q&A segment, where participants engaged with Dr. 

Leelawati on various aspects of contemporary Indian thought and its global influence. The 



discussions were wide-ranging and insightful, reflecting the participants’ deep interest in the 

subject. Dr. Leelawati’s comprehensive and nuanced presentation provided valuable insights into 

the multifaceted impact of contemporary Indian ideas on global discourses. 

 

 

Dr. Leelawati, Head of Department at Management Department, St. Andrews Institute of 

Technology and Management, discussing contemporary Indian thought and its global influence 

during the workshop 

 

Day-05 Session 1 

Title: Community Development and Environmental Conservation 

Resource Person: Dr. Pramod Madhesia, Principal, Mangalmay Institute of 

Management And Technology 

 

The first session of Day-05 focused on the critical intersection of community development 

and environmental conservation, guided by Dr. Pramod Madhesia, Principal at Mangalmay 

Institute of Management And Technology. Dr. Madhesia, an esteemed advocate for 

sustainable development, delivered an insightful presentation on how fostering community 

participation and environmental stewardship can lead to holistic development and 

conservation efforts. 

 

Dr. Madhesia commenced the session by emphasizing the interconnectedness of community 

well-being and environmental health. He highlighted the importance of engaging local 

communities as active stakeholders in environmental conservation initiatives, stressing that 

sustainable development must address both social and ecological dimensions. He discussed 



how community-based approaches empower individuals and groups to take ownership of 

conservation efforts, thereby promoting long-term environmental sustainability. 

 

A significant portion of the session was dedicated to exploring successful case studies and 

best practices in community-driven environmental conservation. Dr. Madhesia showcased 

examples where grassroots organizations, in collaboration with local communities, have 

implemented conservation projects to restore ecosystems, protect biodiversity, and mitigate 

environmental degradation. These initiatives, he explained, not only yield ecological benefits 

but also contribute to community resilience and socio-economic empowerment. 

 

Dr. Madhesia also discussed the role of education and awareness in fostering environmental 

stewardship within communities. He highlighted the importance of environmental literacy 

and participatory learning approaches that empower individuals to make informed decisions 

about natural resource management and sustainable lifestyles. By integrating environmental 

education into school curricula and community outreach programs, he argued, societies can 

cultivate a culture of environmental responsibility from an early age. 

 

In the context of sustainable development, Dr. Madhesia emphasized the need for inclusive 

and participatory planning processes that prioritize the voices and aspirations of marginalized 

communities. He discussed how inclusive development strategies can address social 

inequalities while promoting environmental sustainability. He underscored the importance of 

respecting indigenous knowledge and traditional practices that have sustained ecosystems for 

generations, advocating for their integration into modern conservation strategies. 

 

The session further explored the role of technology and innovation in enhancing community-

based conservation efforts. Dr. Madhesia discussed how digital tools, geographic information 

systems (GIS), and remote sensing technologies can facilitate data-driven decision-making 

and monitoring of environmental changes. He highlighted examples where these technologies 

have been leveraged to improve resource management, prevent deforestation, and enhance 

biodiversity conservation efforts. 

 

Dr. Madhesia concluded the session by discussing the importance of partnerships and 

collaboration among stakeholders, including governments, civil society organizations, 

academia, and private sectors. He emphasized the role of multi-stakeholder initiatives in 

scaling up community-driven conservation projects and achieving collective impact. He 



encouraged participants to explore opportunities for collaboration and shared learning to 

advance sustainable development goals. 

 

 

Dr. Pramod Madhesia, Principal at Mangalmay Institute of Management and Technology, 

addressing community development and environmental conservation during Day 05, Session 1. 
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